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SUBSTANCE AND MISUSE POLICY – KS1

PRINCIPLES

Every drug, whatever its legal or social status, has the potential to cause physical or other harm.  It is this fact and that such a wide variety of drugs is commonly and extensively available, that make it vital for children and young people to receive relevant drug education.  It should not be delivered in isolation but should be firmly embedded in the PSHE curriculum provided by the school.  Many of the attitudes, behaviours and skills are common to other aspects of health education.

In England it is statutory to teach certain aspects of drug education as part of the science curriculum and it is expected that schools will have a clear policy on drug education and procedures for responding to drug related incidents DfEE Circular 4/95

GUIDELINES

The programme for drug education will be tailored to the age and physical and emotional maturity of the children and will start from where the pupils are.  The pupils’ experience and perceptions will help to determine the teaching content, which will then be developed through the PSHE framework and the requirements of National Science Curriculum.  The essential aim is to give pupils the facts, emphasise the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, and give young people the knowledge and skills to make informed and responsible choices now and later in life.

The school will actively cooperate with other agencies, such as Police Schools’ Liaison Officer using ‘Getting it Right’ to deliver its commitment to drugs education.

The school will ensure that all children:

PSHE

· develop their perceptions of self-worth and self-esteem

· increase their knowledge and understanding of appropriate drugs and the potential effects that drugs have on them

· recognise unwanted pressure and exercise some basic techniques for resisting

Science

KS1 refer to SC2 2d

Appendix 1 provides discretionary content for drug education taken from ‘The right approach: quality standards of drug education.  These are knowledge and understanding, skills and attitudes.  Therefore teaching methods will include a rich variety of opportunities for active learning, and will use didactic input sparingly.  The range of strategies will include individual and small group discussion, role-play, circle 

time, and Theatre in Education groups.  The development of ‘ground rules’ with pupils when teaching about drugs will facilitate discussion of sensitive issues.  The school will ensure access to comprehensive, unbiased and accurate information.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

Basic information is given to NQTs during their induction period.  The school will identify its own training needs and arrange suitably matched programmes.  Resources can be obtained from the Health Promotion Unit, whilst information and advice can be accessed from Drug Concern or Customs.

WORKING WITH PARENTS

The school will always work in partnership with parents when planning and delivering substance use and misuse education.  Parent meetings will be arranged as necessary and relevant outside agencies will be approached to provide speakers information.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Teachers cannot offer or guarantee absolute confidentiality.  Refer to ‘Managing Drug Related  Incidents in Bailiwick Schools’ June 1999.

REVIEW AND MONITORING

The PSHE coordinator is responsible for monitoring and evaluating the programme.  This policy will be reviewed by the PSHE coordinator in consultation with other staff as appropriate if changes occur or at a frequency of not less than every two years.

