VALE INFANTS’ SCHOOL

Religious Education Policy

Introduction

Religious education is unique to the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject, nor a foundation subject.  However, the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’.
R.E lessons are delivered in line with the draft ‘Millennium Visions’ agreed syllabus for Religious Education in Guernsey (2007).  
Vale Infants School operates a progressive scheme of work for the whole school which has been written in accordance with the ‘Millennium Visions’ requirements.  To this end, each of the modules starts from the perspective of the pupils’ own prior experiences, and as they progress through the schemes of work, children will be encouraged to build on their individual knowledge and understanding.
Aims

The central aims of religious education in the school are to help children:

· Grow in their spiritual development through reflection on their feelings and relationships

· Develop skills and attitudes which will support them in their personal, moral and social development

· Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and its impact on our local community and on society today

· Ensure pupils are able to recognise that each individual religion has its own special beliefs, values, sacred texts, places and forms of worship, rites of passage, celebrations and symbols

· Think about their beliefs and values in the light of beliefs and values of others, both religious and non-religious and the values of the school community

· Develop important attitudes of respect, sensitivity, open mindedness and self esteem

· Develop knowledge and understanding of other principal religions, mainly Judaism

· Recognise the distinctive contribution RE makes to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

· Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.

Main Principles

The main principles of religious education within the school are that:

· It makes no assumption about the teacher’s or pupil’s personal faith stance

· It does not wish to persuade towards or away from a particular belief

· It is available for all pupils regardless of the faith background

· The planning and organization takes into account different faith and family background

· The teacher is a ‘facilitator’ to help pupils to evaluate different religious beliefs, experiences and practices

Approaches to Teaching
Our scheme of work encourages a wealth of activities and teaching methods including story telling, dance / movement, using artefacts, visiting places of worship, video, religious visitors, using picture images, simulation, music, discussion, art and display.  Each year group has the opportunity to visit places of local worship and invite in and talk to members of local communities. We believe these visits will enrich the pupils’ learning and will help to engage and motivate children more fully in all religious and spiritual areas of the curriculum.
Teachers have been given an ‘ideal RE lesson’ structure (see appendix 1) which they can use to provide more opportunity for children to reflect on key concepts and skills outlined in the Medium Term plans.

A candle is lit at the beginning of each lesson to instil a peaceful and reflective atmosphere and to help focus the children on learning about people’s feelings and beliefs. 
The progressive themes for each year group are shown in the long term plan in appendix 2.

Resources

Resources are held centrally in the Key Stage 1 practical area, they are in boxes labelled Christianity, Judaism and Hinduism.  Our school library is a good resource for religious stories, experiences and topics.  Artefacts should be used with great respect and handled with sensitivity to the ‘rules’ of the associated religion where appropriate.  Resources should be returned to the storage boxes after use, and any loss or breakages must be reported to the R.E. Co-ordinator.
Skills and Abilities

As a school we are very much aware that religious education can make a large contribution to children’s learning and development.  To aid pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and prepare them for adult life we encourage the key skills of reflection, empathy, communication, synthesis, interpretation, investigation and evaluation.  The relevant skills are recorded on each Medium term plan.  We also encourage positive attitudes of sensitivity, open-mindedness, respect and positive self esteem. Many of our units begin by focussing on the children’s own experiences and place an emphasis on how special and individual they are.
Assessment
Each Key Stage 1 class teacher has an assessment folder containing two assessment activities per term (one AT1 and the other AT2). The criteria that the children need to meet in order to attain each Step (in accordance with Millennium Visions) is stated alongside the task. The children’s attainment is then recorded on a whole class record sheet.
Reception teachers assess children’s progress in religious education via on-going assessments in accordance with the Foundation Stage Profile.

The coordinator will monitor Religious education in the school through analysis of this assessment, lesson observations and also by tracking the work of three children, with varying abilities, from each class twice a year
	Religious Education Assessment Grid for AT1 / AT2
	Reception

On-going assessment of Knowledge and Understanding throughout the year.
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Autumn Term
	
	Week 12

Celebrations / festivals
	Week 11/12

Celebrations / festivals

	Spring Term
	
	Week 10

Special books / symbols
	Weeks 10/11/12

Biblical story

	Summer Term
	
	Week 12

Special places
	Week 11/12

Symbols / special places


Right of Withdrawal

Parents have a legal right to withdraw children from Religious Education on the grounds of conscience.  We encourage parents to contact the Headteacher if they have any concerns about the policy, provision and practice of Religious Education at the school.

Summary

We hope that Religious Education at the Vale Infants’ School is an exciting, relevant activity for our children to share in.  We are aiming to help children develop respect and sensitivity for all people.

February 2008
Katy Cameron
Appendix 1

An Ideal RE lesson

(Think of your numeracy as a good analogy!)

Mental starter 

Setting the right mood 

Light a candle

Why is it lit? – to remind us that we are talking about feelings and beliefs

-to remind us that it is fine to believe in different things or not to be sure about what to believe yet.

Main Teaching 

The Learning Objective





What do you want the children to learn? (Key question)





What are the key skills and concepts?





Vocabulary

Follow up Activities

Art / display





Drama / dance / music




Talk about artefact / posters





Writing





Visiting places of worship





Talking to visitors

Plenary
What have I learnt?  What do I feel about what I’ve found out today?

Time for discussion, questions answered, extend the thinking or silent reflection (using candle).

S. Hatherley

	           Themes
	       Autumn 1                  Autumn 2

Celebrations and Festivals

       (Harvest)
	Spring 1

Special books / writings
	Spring 2

People

(Environment)
	Summer 1

People

(Milestones in our lives)
	Summer 2

Special places / Symbols of Worship (Not Reception)

	Reception
	‘How can I say thank you to others, including God?’

Saying thank you

Praying


	‘How is Christmas a celebration?’

Celebrating Jesus’ birthday.

Specialness of a celebration.


	‘What makes some writing more special than others?’ Special Writing

Bible, Torah, Qu’ran.

(Lost sheep, Net full of fish stories)
	‘How do I know I belong?’ 3 weeks

Belonging.

School uniform and other groups. ‘Have I ever noticed how beautiful the world is?’ 3 weeks Beautiful World. Spring, Easter, Eggs.
	(Special places)

‘What makes a place special?’

My Special place.

Church visit.
	Environment / Special things.

St Francis

The beauty of  the world and living things.  

Caring for our world.

	Year 1
	‘Is it fair to share?’

Sharing a Harvest

Feeding the 5000

Jewish pesach – Moses in desert


	‘Why is light used in celebrations?’

Wonderful light

Symbols at Advent / Christmas / Divali


	‘What is the Bible and what does it contain?’

Bible

O.T – Moses, Noah, parables, miracle.(Good Samaritan, Feeding of 5000, prodigal son).
	‘How did the world start?’

In the Beginning

Being tempted

Adam and Eve

Respect for the World.


	‘What is a baptism?’

Jesus’ baptism

Baptism today

Symbolism

Jewish blessing in synagogue – Bar Mitzvah.
	‘What is a church like?  Who is it special for?’

The church – visit.

Visits from Christian people to talk about their experiences.

	Year 2
	‘Who do we depend on?’

Harvest  - visit church for display

Sukkot – Jewish festival of thanks
	‘What does Christmas mean to me?’

Festivals – Hannukah & Christingles - symbolism

Hidden message of parables.
	‘What have the Old Testament and the Torah got in common?’
	‘What were Jesus’ friends like?’

The Last Supper

Symbolism for Easter.
	‘What is a vow?’

Getting married – Christian, Jewish, Civil.

How actions affect others
	‘What can we learn from visiting a place of worship? – What differences are there between a church and a synagogue?’

Symbolism in a church. Church visit.

Jewish symbols in a synagogue.









Vale Infants’ Long Term Plan for Religious Education

Appendix 2
