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PHYSICAL CONTACT POLICY

The school believes that to deny pupils all physical contact with adults is to deny a basic human need and expression of care and concern for all pupils.

However- Physical contact must be appropriate for the age, understanding and the sex of the child, and must never threaten or be sexually inappropriate.

Staff must be sensitive to:

· Cultural backgrounds of pupils

· The need to maintain pupils’ personal space.

And

· Be aware of:

Pupils who have been sexually abused and will either seek physical contact or positively avoid it.

Physical Contact is Appropriate

· When a pupil needs immediate comfort and reassurance e.g. following an accident or personal crisis
· When a pupil needs encouragement and reassurance to attempt a new challenge e.g. to climb onto a new piece of apparatus.

· When there is need to take urgent action to avoid an accident or injury

However

Staff should take extreme care when offering physical comfort or reassurance to pupils of the opposite sex particularly as they approach puberty as physical contact can be misconstrued and this can cause distress to all concerned.

Staff should not be alone with pupils except under exceptional circumstances, classroom doors should be left open when one member of staff is supervising/talking with/teaching small groups or individual pupils.

