VALE  INFANTS’  SCHOOL

Music Policy

Rationale

At Vale Infants’ School we teach music because it combines skill acquisition, creativity and aesthetic response.  Through listening, appraising, composing and performing children understand and enjoy music and at the same time develop an awareness of the musical styles, artistic growth, creativity and fulfilment.

“Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act.  It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional development.  As an integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate to others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider world”  

The National Curriculum, Handbook for Teachers in England, 

Key Stages 1 and 2 (1999) DFES and QCA.

Aims

The main aims of Music in the school are for the pupils to:

· develop understanding and knowledge of music at their own appropriate level through listening, appraising, composing and performing music.

· develop and refine acquisition of musical skills and talents at their own appropriate level.

· listen to and appraise a variety of styles of music from different times and cultures.

· express themselves and develop creativity.

· carry out group activities in a harmonious manner, co-operating, tolerating, communicating, sharing ideas and building confidence and self-esteem.

· make a contribution to the aesthetic life of the school.

· enjoy the music they are making.

· feel a sense of achievement that will come from striving for the highest possible artistic and technical standards.

· instil a life-long love of music and to recognise that music offers entertainment, recreation, social activity and a source of pleasure and of solace at different times.

Objectives

We will:

· provide learning opportunities for all pupils as an entitlement addressing the programmes of study outlined in the National Curriculum and Foundation Stage Curriculum.

· explore opportunities for cross-curricular links with other curriculum areas including I.C.T. to enhance the experiences of the pupils.

· promote progression and continuity in music through careful curriculum planning and monitoring.

· provide experiences and resources that promote knowledge, skills and understanding of music.

· provide opportunities for the pupils to make their own simple compositions, in response to a variety of stimuli using a range of resources.

· provide opportunity for the pupils to play an active role in performing, individually and collaboratively, for a variety of audiences and occasions, including music throughout the school, e.g., Christmas play and assemblies.

· provide a varsity of opportunity for the pupils to listen to and appraise different styles and purposes of music.

· explore with the pupils how the combined musical elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and silence is organised and used expressly within simple structures.

· allow the children to internalise and recall sounds using aural memory and explore how sound can be made in different ways and described using given and/or invented signs and symbols.

· provide a range of musical and non-musical starting points to inspire creativity, imagination and aesthetic response. 

· provide opportunities for the pupils to play tuned and untuned instruments.

· provide opportunities for the pupils to use their voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.

· use movement, dance and drama to enable the pupils to express their ideas and feelings about music.

· ensure that learning experiences in music promote confidence, self-esteem and the development of the pupils.

· encourage the pupils to share, discuss, evaluate and refine their work and that of others.

· promote the continuing development of expertise and confidence in music for all members of the teaching staff.

Approaches to and Organisation of Music

As we recognise that all children are individual we appreciate that they learn in different ways.  To ensure that our music curriculum is accessible to all of the pupils we employ a variety of teaching methods that allow for visual, auditory and kinaesthetic approaches to learning. 

The music curriculum, that provides a balanced programme of experiences to ensure that the children are actively involved in developing the skills of listening, appraising, composing and performing is planned using the Music Express Scheme in years one and two and Sue Beckett’s scheme for the Foundation Stage..

To ensure the teaching and learning of music is stimulating, interesting and varied, the pupils work as individuals or as members of a group, class or school.  The children are encouraged to work at their own level and strive for the highest standard within their reach. 

Opportunities for developing knowledge and understanding of music and acquisition of skills are provided primarily in the classroom environment during taught lessons.  Further enhancement comes from: 

· termly sessions with the peripatetic singing teacher from the School’s Music Service.

· As a result of all Year 1 pupils being given the opportunity to undertake the selection procedure for learning to play a string instrument in year two. A few pupils are selected each year.
· experience of different styles and purposes of music through listening to examples before and after assemblies, 

· practise for and presentation of a performance to a range of audience, e.g., during celebrations (Harvest and Christmas), parent’s assemblies and visits to Maison Maritaine.

· performances from visiting musicians. 

· established links with Vale Junior School where pupils attend the year three assemblies  and when the Junior pupils come to our school to play their instruments.
Equal Opportunities

Each child has the opportunity to access the teaching and learning of music and play an active part in contributing to the aesthetics of the school.  Teachers will make every effort to ensure that equality of opportunity is provided for all pupils.  See Equal Opportunities Policy.

Special Educational Needs

We encourage all special educational needs pupils to fulfil their potential in music in accordance with the Special Educational Needs Policy.  Any child with hearing or sight deficiency or any other disability will have their needs catered for by the allocation of an appropriate task.

Health and Safety

The pupils are encouraged to handle all instruments with care and respect.  The appropriate handling of instruments and musical equipment e.g., music stands, is demonstrated and requests are made to take care when transporting such items.  Instruments are put away carefully after use and stored appropriately according to size and weight in lidded containers, on shelves or in trolleys.  Appropriate steps are taken to ensure hygienic use of wind instruments, such as recorders.  Extra care is taken with electrical equipment and pupil’s attention is drawn to the potential dangers posed by electrical shocks, plugs, cables and misuse.  See Health and Safety Policy.

Skills and Abilities
The four main principle skills we seek to develop are the ability to listen to, appraise, compose and perform music.  Our desire is that on completion of Year 2, the pupils have awareness of a variety of music from different styles and for different purposes; know and understand the musical elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre and texture; can express ideas and feelings about music through movement, dance and drama; use their voices expressively to sing and speak chants and rhymes; can play tuned and untuned instruments; can internalise and recall sounds using aural memory; make sounds in different ways; explore, choose and organise sounds and musical ideas; describe music using given or invented signs and symbols; share, discuss, evaluate and refine their work and that of others and work independently and harmoniously with others.

Assessment

Children’s progress and attainment of the above skills and abilities is assessed by the class teacher through observation; listening to the pupils as they are engaged in musical tasks and activities; the use of open and closed questioning; evaluation of work by groups and individuals and the analysis of audio/visual recording.  Formal assessment takes place within the annual report to parents.  See Assessment Policy.

Summary

Through providing opportunities for the pupils to experience the four main principles of primary music, i.e., listening, appraising, composing and performing we hope to develop knowledge, understanding and skill acquisition.  We seek to instil a lasting love of music and help the pupils to recognise the value of music as it offers sources of pleasure and solace at different times.

Further plans in music include the continued development of teacher’s confidence in teaching music; further exploration of opportunities for explicit cross-curricular links including I.C.T. in conjunction with a subject advisor.

Review and Monitoring

The subject leader for music is responsible for the monitoring and evaluating the delivery of the curriculum.  The policy will be reviewed by the subject leader in consultation with the Head teacher and other staff as appropriate if changes occur or at a frequency of not less than every 2 years.
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