VALE INFANTS’ SCHOOL

HISTORY POLICY
“History fires pupils’ curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world.  Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, how these societies organised their politics and what beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions.  As they do this, pupils develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.  They see diversity of human experience, and understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society.  What they learn can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values.  In History, pupils find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions.  To do this they need to be able to research, sift through evidence and argue for their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.”

                                                                                             DFEE (DFES)National Curriculum 

Aims and purposes of history
Our aim at Vale Infants’ School is to ensure that all children are taught the study of History as specified in the Curriculum 2000 documents.

We believe history teaching should:

· Help children understand the present in the context of the past

· Arouse an interest in the past and encourage questioning and speculation

· Foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils’ own position in their own community and the world

· Foster an understanding of various cultural backgrounds

· Contribute to children’s knowledge of how people and societies have developed over time

· Enrich and support other areas of the curriculum

· Promote the skills of argument, hypothesis, chronology, sequencing, awareness of points of view, observation, evaluation, research, comparison, deduction and role play

· Prepare children for adult life by helping them to understand the nature of the society in which we live

Knowledge and understanding of the world

Children need to find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families and other people they know.  (ELG)

They are encouraged to:

· Remember and talk about significant things that have happened to them.

· Show interest in the lives of people familiar to them

· Begin to differentiate between past and present. 

Teaching styles and strategies

Many ranges of styles of teaching in History are necessary in order that pupils of all abilities and preferred learning styles develop specific skills, knowledge, understanding and attitudes.
Learning in History at the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 emphasises children learning through enquiry.  

Children handle artefacts wherever possible and examine both primary historical sources and a wide variety of secondary sources.  

Teaching of History often means talking (teacher exposition) but opportunities for other types of learning are provided.  We aim to provide our children with as broad a range of learning experiences as possible.  Our teaching at all levels will include opportunities for

· enquiry

· observation

· examination

· investigation 

· talking (pupil/pupil and pupil/teacher and visitors/pupils)

· teacher exposition

· research

· the committing to memory and recall of a range of historical facts

· the use of ICT

· consolidation and practise of basic skills and routines

· recording

· class work, group work, individual work

so that all pupils are extended in each area of the History curriculum and reach their full potential.

ICT and History 

We appreciate the role of ICT in supporting and complementing our pupils’ learning in History.  Each class has access to the World Wide Web.  We use a wide variety of websites.  We have a growing collection of CD-ROMS and a large collection of video recordings which support teaching and learning across the year groups.  We use our digital cameras to record learning in History.  We now have interactive whiteboards in each classroom.  These offer further opportunities for children of all preferred learning styles to access History.  We recognise the exciting facility ICT presents and our staff enthusiastically utilise it to further teaching and learning within History.

An example of good use is found in Year 2s unit of study – Why do we remember Victor Hugo? Video excerpts, photographs, interactive sorting activities, text and slideshows have been incorporated into this unit of work to make very best use of the ICT resources we have available.  Similarly, original film excerpts found on British Pathe’s website have been incorporated into our study of Seaside Holidays 100 Years Ago.

In Year 1 the children have interactive white board resources including audio and video resources for each of their topics.  The teaching staff have made PowerPoint presentations for each unit and digital cameras are used to take still photographs and videos to record the children’s learning.
Planning

We operate a planning procedure agreed by the whole teaching staff.  History is taught in Reception following the Foundation Stage Curriculum – A Sense of Time.  Children learn about the Chinese New Year, talk about birthdays – past and present ones, consider the changing seasons of the year, look at old bears and observe and sequence the life cycle of the butterfly.  In Years 1 and 2 teaching is based upon the National Curriculum and QCA guidelines and programmes of study.  

Years 1 and 2 teach the following units of work:

Year 1

1 How are our toys different from those in the past?

2 Famous people – Captain Cook

3 What were homes like a long time ago?

Year 2

4 How do we know about the Great Fire of London?

5 Why do we remember Victor Hugo? 

6 What were seaside holidays like 100 years ago?

Unit 5 Why do we remember Victor Hugo? has been planned specifically to stimulate our children’s curiosity of relevant local history which we can richly resource.  The children visit Hauteville House (the residence of Victor Hugo).  George Foote, a retired head teacher visits the children dressed as Hugo and tells the story of The Toilers of the Sea.  Homework is set which encourages the children to search for evidence of his fame in Guernsey.

Elderly visitors are invited into school to talk to our children about toys in Year 1.  The Year 1 Pupils visit Candie Museum to view their selection of old toys.  Our good home/school links are also used and parents and grandparents are asked to share their childhood memories of the toys they played with.  Pupils visit Sausmarez Folk Museum each year where they gain a deeper understanding of what homes were like in Guernsey a long time ago.  

Long term plans are developed after considering possible cross-curricular links.  Medium term plans are developed from our yearly planning.  They take account of previous and subsequent learning to best facilitate progression both across and through the key stage.  Weekly planning provides detail of appropriate teaching activities and learning outcomes.  Each year group plans together to ensure equality of learning opportunity for each pupil in our school.  Through our planning we aim to provide for the particular needs and aspirations of every pupil regardless of physical ability, special educational needs, gender, religion or culture. Planning in other subjects takes account of cross-curricular links and links with History are clearly indicated within other medium term plans.
Marking and Assessment

Children’s work is marked according to our agreed school policy.  There is ongoing assessment during Year Reception as part of the foundation stage profile.  Performance in Years 1 and 2 is continually assessed in accordance with the National Curriculum by the class teacher.  A formative assessment of children’s current knowledge is a common starting point for each new history topic.  Summative assessments take place at the end of most topics.  Year 1 and 2 teaching staff map each child’s attainment onto the level descriptions of the national curriculum at the end of each topic and record these in both the children’s books and their mark books which are saved on our computer network.  This information is used to develop and encourage strengths while identifying any areas of weakness.  A minimum of two meetings are held with parents each year providing opportunities to discuss children’s progress in History.  Children’s experiences and achievements are reported to parents at year end in our written annual reports.  

Resources

History resources are funded from the school budget and a main order is compiled by the History co-ordinator once a year after consultation with staff.  

History resources, for the most part, are located on the shelving next to the library and are boxed according to topic.  

Videos are filed in the stockroom.  

CD-ROMs and teacher resource books are located next to the library.

The school library has a selection of information books.

Project book loans are available from the Schools Library Service.

We were able in 2007 to spend a budget of £150 on additional history resources.  In 2008 we do not have an allocated budget.  We will purchase resources as the need arises with approval from our head teacher.

Children have controlled access to the Internet.  The Guernsey Grid for Learning is another valuable source of resources as is the range of material provided by Easiteach for use with our interactive whiteboards.

Mike Reilly, our science advisor has reviewed our planning and his support and guidance has been invaluable.
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