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Vision Statement 

Geography helps children to make sense of their immediate surroundings and increases their knowledge about the wider world. It provokes and answers questions about the natural and human worlds, using different forms of enquiry to view them from different perspectives.

Aims
Children at the Vale Infants School will be provided with opportunities to develop their knowledge and their interest in their immediate environment and in the wider world through the study of people and places. It is our aim that through geography children will think of their own place within the world, their values and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the environment.
Entitlement and Safety

All pupils should be given the opportunity to develop relevant skills according to their individual capabilities.  Work should be differentiated to ensure equal and appropriate access for all pupils.  Learning opportunities should conform to National Curriculum Guidelines. Staff should be made aware of basic rules for assessing risk on Geography outings to ensure safety.  Whenever the children’s study involves work outside the school grounds a standard risk assessment form is completed by the teacher in charge. 
Resources

Barnaby Bear is used as a learning resource in each class.  Children are regularly given the opportunity to take a bear home with them. There are class diaries relating to these visits.  Children also take Barnaby Bear on holiday and are encouraged to take photographs, keep a diary and bring back artefacts or additional information about the place he has visited. I.C.T is increasingly used to support Geography. The school website has useful links, both to websites and to smart board resources which link with geography topics covered in the school. 

Planning
The youngest children in the school begin by studying their most immediate surroundings in the school, then topics gradually move to the school’s surroundings, the parish, island and then beyond the island.  Comparisons between different living environments are important.  Reception teachers base work on the ‘knowledge and understanding of the world’ in the foundation stage profile and Key Stage 1 teachers use the QCA documents as an aid to planning.
The areas of study are as follows:
Reception: Our school and the local environment, Visiting bears and where they come from, Mini beasts and their habitats.
Year 1 Barnaby Bear in our local environment, Barnaby Bear in Guernsey, Barnaby Bear in the United Kingdom.

Year 2 Where in the world is Barnaby Bear, A comparison of Guernsey and Ghana, Seaside holidays and studies of the seashore.

Geography is often linked with other subjects in the curriculum. For example; numeracy (graphing packages), literacy and PSHE (caring for the environment.)

The role of the subject leader
The Geography subject leader is responsible for monitoring planning and the work produced by the children in each year group. She organises resources available within the school and attends training which extends her knowledge of the subject and of the teaching skills associated with Geography.
Teaching methods and assessment
A variety of teaching methods are employed in the teaching of Geography including work that extends beyond the classroom such as visits away from the school. A range of books, artefacts, web sites and visitors are used to give the children variety and breadth in their learning.  
The teacher, when necessary will differentiate work on each topic, to ensure all pupils are achieving a basic understanding in each area. The class teacher will monitor work and evaluate their planning but no formal assessments are completed in geography at key stage one.
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